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Kentucky Academic Course Codes  

704 KAR 3:540 states the following: 

Section 1. (1) Local districts and schools shall use uniform academic course codes, listed and described 
in the Kentucky Academic Course Code List, to classify all courses offered in each school when reporting 
to the Kentucky Department of Education. 

(2) Reporting to the Kentucky Department of Education shall include the listing and linking of uniform
academic courses if the listing of academic courses is required.

Section 2. The linking of local district and school codes to the academic course codes shall be performed 
by district and school staff using the student information system. 

Section 3. The Kentucky Department of Education shall annually audit the use of uniform academic 
course codes by districts and schools. 

Section 4. Incorporation by Reference. (1) "Academic Course Code List", April 2010, is incorporated 
by reference.   

The Kentucky Academic Course Code List contains a listing of course descriptions and parameters 
along with certifications that fit the parameters for a given course.  The content listed for a course 
cannot be changed; however, the grade range and population information listed for each course are not 
absolute and can vary slightly depending on the needs of the school.  Districts should choose the 
course that most closely represents the students in a given course.  The description and content of a 
course are the determining factors in what should be selected. 

Contact Information: 
 Districts may contact Kiley Whitaker at (502) 564- 4286 or Caryn Davidson at (502) 564-

2106, or email at kiley.whitaker@education.ky.gov  or
caryn.davidson@education.ky.gov with questions pertaining to course content.

 Districts may contact Kiley Whitaker at (502) 564- 4286 or
kiley.whitaker@education.ky.gov with questions pertaining to technical issues.

 Districts may contact the EPSB Division of Certification at (502) 564-4606 or
dcert@ky.gov with question pertaining to certification.

 Districts may contact Megan Cummins at (502) 696-7397 or mcummins@kheaa.com
with questions pertaining to KEES eligibility.
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HOW TO USE THIS DOCUMENT 
 
This document contains a listing of course descriptions and parameters along with certifications that fit the 
parameters for a given course.  The grade range and population information listed for each course are not 
absolute.  Please choose the course that most closely represents the students in a given course. 
 
 EXAMPLE  

John Q Middle School had 5th, 6th, and 7th grade students taking a Creative Art course.  This 
course would be linked to course number 500711: Creative Art – Comprehensive, which 
shows with a recommended grade range of 6th – 12th.   

 
The courses listed in this document are not meant to replace the course titles and course numbers already in 
use at the school level.  Schools will link their courses on the Infinite Campus “Course Master” tab OR in the 
“Course” tab to courses listed in this document.   
 
Schools may have created courses that are very unique in order to meet students’ needs.  If a course does not 
meet the definition or content of one contained in this document, please use course number 909999: School 
Defined Course, and code the correct content through the LEAD report.  
 
CERTIFICATIONS 
 
It is important to note that the certificates listed are the ones that fit ALL of the parameters for a specific course 
– there may be other certificates that can teach it with slightly more restrictive parameters.   
 
In addition to Highly Qualified considerations, please take note of the following information from The Kentucky 
Academic Standards with regard to middle school courses that are offered for high school credit. 
 

High School Credit Earned in Middle School 
It is expected that most students will earn these credits during their high school years. However, local school 
districts may offer these courses to middle level students if the following criteria are met: 
 the content and the rigor of the course is the same as established in the Kentucky Academic Standards 
 the students demonstrate mastery of the middle level content as specified in the Kentucky Academic Standards 
 the district has criteria in place to make reasonable determination that the middle level student is capable of 

success in the high school course 
 the middle level course is taught by teachers with either secondary or middle level certification with 

appropriate content specialization 
 
Although middle level courses list the Provisional and Standard Elementary Certificates, Grades 1-8 as 
allowable under the parameters of these courses, they will not meet the above requirements for courses that are 
offered for high school credit. 
 
This document is a guide; therefore the EPSB disclaims any warranties as to the validity of the 
information in this document.  Users of this document are responsible for verifying information received 
through cross-referencing the official record in the EPSB’s Division of Certification.  The EPSB shall not 
be liable to the recipient, or to any third party using this document or information obtained therefrom, 
for any damages whatsoever arising out of the use of this document. 
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Elementary - Preschool 
(700500)

700510 - Preschool Self-Contained  

Grade Level: -1 - 0  
Credits:  
Description: The preschool program is designed to be developmentally appropriate for young children. 
"Developmentally appropriate" is defined in law to mean that the program focuses on the child's physical, 
intellectual, social and emotional development, including interpersonal, intrapersonal, and socialization skills. 
Content: Elementary Education  
Population: Preschool  
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Elementary - Primary 
(701000)

701010 - Primary Self-Contained  

Grade Level: 0 - 3  
Credits:  
Description: This is a general primary classroom which includes all content areas  
Content: Elementary Education  
Population: General  

701020 - Primary Language Arts  

Grade Level: 0 - 3  
Credits:  
Description: Content is designed to build a wide range of reading experiences with print and non-print 
materials that have literary, informational, persuasive, and practical purposes. Students use writing-to-learn 
and writing-to-demonstrate learning strategies, as well as the writing process and criteria for effective 
writing, to develop writing in a variety of forms and for multiple audiences and purposes. Speaking, 
listening, and observing skills are used to communicate information for a variety of authentic purposes, 
situations, and audiences. The integration of inquiry skills and technology with the other strands allows 
students to discover and communicate ideas and information. Course adheres to Program of Studies 
requirements.  
Content: English Language Arts  
Population: General  

701030 - Primary Reading  

Grade Level: 0 - 3  
Credits:  
Description: Focuses on skill acquisition and reading technique; demonstrates word attack skills and 
reading comprehension strategies  
Content: Reading  
Population: General  

701040 - Primary Math  

Grade Level: 0 - 3  
Credits:  
Description: This course is designed so the student accomplishes all the End of Primary Mathematics 
Program of Studies by the time he/she completes 3rd Grade. Primary level problem solving, mathematical 
communication, connections, mathematical reasoning, and multiple representations should be a part of the 
mathematics curriculum. Accuracy is an integral part of the mathematics program.  
Content: Mathematics  
Population: General  
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701050 - Primary Social Studies  

Grade Level: 0 - 3  
Credits:  
Description: The social studies program for the primary grades includes essential content from five areas of 
social studies: government and civics, culture and society, economics, historical perspective, and geography. 
The essential content descriptions for the five social studies areas are not course or grade-level descriptions. 
Rather, they describe a comprehensive and integrated social studies program to be completed during the 
primary school experience.  
Content: Social Studies  
Population: General  

701060 - Primary Science  

Grade Level: 0 - 3  
Credits:  
Description: Primary level science contains the physical, earth/space, and life science concepts shown in 
the conceptual understandings chart. These concepts will be taught through scientific inquiry and 
applications and connections. Kentucky's Academic Expectations 2.2 through 2.6 provide ways of thinking 
that help students link physical, earth/space, and life science concepts to scientific inquiry and applications 
and connections.  
Content: Integrated Science (Non-High School)  
Population: General  
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Elementary - Intermediate 
(702000)

702010 - Intermediate Self-Contained  

Grade Level: 4 - 5  
Credits:  
Description: This is a general intermediate classroom which includes all content areas.
Content: Elementary Education  
Population: General  

702020 - Intermediate Language Arts  

Grade Level: 4 - 5  
Credits:  
Description: Content is designed to build a wide range of reading experiences with print and non-print 
materials that have literary, informational, persuasive, and practical purposes. Students use writing-to-learn 
and writing-to-demonstrate learning strategies, as well as the writing process and criteria for effective 
writing, to develop writing in a variety of forms and for multiple audiences and purposes. Speaking, 
listening, and observing skills are used to communicate information for a variety of authentic purposes, 
situations, and audiences. The integration of inquiry skills and technology with the other strands allows 
students to discover and communicate ideas and information. Course adheres to Program of Studies 
requirements.  
Content: English Language Arts  
Population: General  

702030 - Intermediate Reading  

Grade Level: 4 - 5  
Credits:  
Description: Focuses on skill acquisition and reading technique; demonstrates word attack skills and 
reading comprehension strategies.  
Content: Reading  
Population: General  
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702040 - Intermediate Math  

Grade Level: 4 - 5  
Credits:  
Description: This course is designed so the student accomplishes all the Intermediate Program of Studies 
by the time he/she completes 5th Grade. Intermediate level problem solving, mathematical communication, 
connections, mathematical reasoning, and multiple representations should be a part of the mathematics 
curriculum. Accuracy is an integral part of the mathematics program. Systematic review of earlier concepts 
and procedures is also an integral part of the intermediate program. Features of the intermediate level 
mathematics programs include active, hands-on work with manipulatives (concrete materials) and 
appropriate technologies.  
Content: Mathematics  
Population: General  

702050 - Intermediate Social Studies - Grade 4  

Grade Level: 4 - 4  
Credits: None  
Description: Intermediate level social studies utilizes the five strands of social studies (historical 
perspective, geography, economics, government and civics, and culture and society) in an integrated 
program which focuses on a different grade-level context each year. For example, grade four focuses on 
Kentucky studies and regions of the United States through integration of all five strands. Grade five includes 
an integrated focus on United States history. Regardless of the grade-level context, students incorporate 
each of the five categories of social studies to explore the content.  
Content: Social Studies  
Population: General  

702055 - Intermediate Social Studies - Grade 5  

Grade Level: 5 - 5  
Credits: none  
Description: Intermediate level social studies utilizes the five strands of social studies (historical 
perspective, geography, economics, governments and civics, and culture and society) in an integrated 
program which focuses on a different grade-level context each year. For example, grade four focuses on 
Kentucky studies and regions of the United States through integration of all five strands. Grade five includes 
an integrated focus on United States history. Regardless of the grade-level context, students incorporate 
each of the five categories of social studies to explore the content.  
Content: Social Studies  
Population: General  

702060 - Intermediate Science  

Grade Level: 4 - 5  
Credits:  
Description: Intermediate level science contains the physical, earth/space, and life science concepts shown 
in the conceptual understandings chart. These concepts will be taught through scientific inquiry and 
applications and connections. Kentucky's Academic Expectations 2.2 through 2.6 provide ways of thinking 
that help students link physical, earth/space, and life science concepts to scientific inquiry and applications 
and connections.  
Content: Integrated Science (Non-High School)  
Population: General  
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Elementary - Other 
(703000)

703001 - Elementary Homeroom  

Grade Level: 0 - 5  
Credits: 0  
Description: This course is to be used for non-self-contained elementary homeroom attendance courses. 
Content: Elementary Education  
Population: General  

703010 – Elementary Visual Art  

Grade Level: 0 - 5  
Credits: 0 
Description: Students explore and develop knowledge and skills for traditional and new art mediums to 
create individual works of art, present their artworks to an audience, respond verbally and in writing to their 
works and the works of others, and connect their art to their experiences and the world around them. 
Students explore the language, materials, media, and the elements of art and principles of design supporting 
a work of art. Students also explore and analyze artists, art movements, and styles. Students explore career 
opportunities in art. 
Content: Art  
Population: General  

703020 - Elementary History and Appreciation of Visual and 
Performing Arts  

Grade Level: 0 - 5  
Credits: 0 
Description: Students explore significant works, artists, and movements that have shaped the arts world 
and have influenced or reflected various periods of history in the arts disciplines of dance, music, theatre 
and visual art. Course content emphasizes the sequential evolution of art forms, techniques, symbols, and 
themes within those disciplines. The course covers the connections of the arts to cultural, social, political, 
and historical events throughout the world. Critical analysis of works from the disciplines, as they 
communicate and express the history, needs, and ideals of society and individuals is included. The course 
provides for students to experience creating and performing/presenting/producing their own works, to 
respond to their works and the works of others and to connect their personal experiences to the arts. 
Students explore career opportunities in the visual and performing arts. 
Content: Arts and Humanities/History and Appreciation of the Visual and Performing Arts  
Population: General  
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703021 - Elementary Dance/Creative Movement  

Grade Level: 0 - 5  
Credits: 0  
Description: Students explore the purposes of and how dance serves different cultures (recreational, social, 
cultural, theatrical, educational, and liturgical, etc.) to expand knowledge of and ability to critique dance as 
an art form. Students explore a variety of dance forms, styles and choreographic approaches to create their 
own dance and perform dances for an audience. Students respond both verbally and in writing to their dance 
and the dance of others. Creative Movement courses develop students' ability to move expressively without 
being based on particular dance forms or on developing specific dance techniques. Students explore career 
opportunities in dance. 
Content: Dance  
Population: General  

703022 - Elementary Theatre 

Grade Level: 0 - 5  
Credits: 0  
Description: Students explore and develop a knowledge of theatrical concepts and techniques that will 
enable them to create new theatre pieces, perform their own and existing theatre works for an audience, 
respond both verbally and in writing to studio exercises and their performances and the performances of 
others and to connect theatre to their lives and the world around them. Courses cover multiple styles of 
dramatic literature. Students explore acting and improvisation, theatre design (sets, costuming, etc.) and 
technology, theatre history and appreciation and dramatic literature. Careers in theatre are explored. 
Content: Theatre  
Population: General  

703030 - Elementary General Music  

Grade Level: 0 - 5  
Credits: 0 
Description: Students explore various aspects of music including the elements of music, music styles, 
historical and cultural contexts; including study of instrumental music (acoustic and electronic) and vocal 
music. Students learn to create their own music, perform their music and the music of others for an 
audience, respond both verbally and in writing about their music and the music of others and connect music 
to their lives and the world around them. Although performance is a part of the course, the focus is on 
learning about music.  Students learn about careers in music. 
Content: Music  
Population: General  

703031 - Elementary Band  

Grade Level: 0 - 5  
Credits: 0  
Description: Students explore and develop technique for playing brass, woodwind, and percussion 
instruments, and study and perform a variety of band literature styles (concert, marching, symphonic, and 
modern styles). Classes can be large ensemble including all three instrument families or in separate 
homogeneous classes according to family.  Critical analysis and problem solving, collaboration, and musical 
skills and understandings are developed through rehearsal and performance experiences.  Students learn to 
create their own music, perform their music and the music of others for an audience, respond both verbally 
and in writing about their music and the music of others and connect music to their lives and the world 
around them. Students learn about careers in music. 
Content: Band  
Population: General  
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703032 - Elementary Chorus  

Grade Level: 0 - 5  
Credits: 0  
Description: Students explore and develop vocal skills in the context of a large choral ensemble as a means 
to study and perform a variety of styles. Critical analysis and problem solving, collaboration, and musical 
skills and understandings are developed through rehearsal and performance experiences. Students learn to 
create their own music, perform their music and the music of others for an audience, respond both verbally 
and in writing about their music and the music of others and connect music to their lives and the world 
around them. Students learn about careers in music. 
Content: Choral Music  
Population: General  

703033 - Elementary Orchestra  

Grade Level: 0 - 5  
Credits: 0  
Description: Students explore and develop abilities to play string instruments, along with brass, woodwind, 
and percussion instruments, covering a variety of orchestral literature styles. Full orchestras include strings 
along with woodwind, brass, and percussion instruments. Critical analysis and problem solving, 
collaboration, and musical skills and understandings are developed through rehearsal and performance 
experiences. Students learn to create their own music, perform their music and the music of others for an 
audience, respond both verbally and in writing about their music and the music of others and connect music 
to their lives and the world around them. Students learn about careers in music. 
Content: Orchestra  
Population: General  

703040 - Elementary Technology Competency  

Grade Level: 0 - 5  
Credits:  
Description: This course is designed to increase technology competency through use of basic computer 
programs (i.e. word processing, spreadsheets, Power Point, internet, etc.)  
Content: Computer Laboratory  
Population: General  

703050 - Elementary Library  

Grade Level: 0 - 5  
Credits:  
Description: The area of Library Media emphasizes teaching students to become information literate and 
lifelong learners; working in collaborative partnerships to meet individual needs; and providing access to 
information resources and technology.  
Content: Library  
Population: General  
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703060 - Elementary Literacy  

Grade Level: 0 - 5  
Credits:  
Description: Literacy includes, reading, writing, and the creative and analytical acts involved in producing 
and comprehending text.   
Content: Literacy  
Population: General  

703065 - Elementary Reading Intervention  

Grade Level: 0 - 5  
Credits: 0  
Description: This course description is reserved for targeted intervention or remediation courses in 
Reading.  
Content: Reading  
Population: General  

703066 - Elementary Mathematics Intervention  

Grade Level: 0 - 5  
Credits: 0  
Description: This course is designed for students who need additional assistance beyond the grade level 
math course. This course uses intervention strategies to build and support the student's mathematical 
understanding. This course should be taken in conjunction with the grade level math course.   
Content: Mathematics  
Population: General  

703071 - K-3 Primary Physical Education  

Grade Level: 0 - 3  
Credits:  
Description: This course is designed to give students the opportunity to learn through a comprehensive 
sequentially planned Physical Education program in accordance with the Kentucky Core Academic Standards 
for Primary Physical Education. The emphasis is on spatial awareness, motor skills, movement patterns, 
movement concepts, principles and strategies to preform physical activities to promote life-long physical 
activity. K-3 Primary Physical Education will also focus on lifetime physical wellness by providing 
opportunities to develop appropriate social skills by learning about sportsmanship and behaviors that affect 
the enjoyment (physical, mental and emotional) of physical activity.  
Content: Physical Education  
Population: General  
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703072 - 4-5 Intermediate Physical Education  

Grade Level: 4 - 5  
Credits:  
Description: This course is designed to give students the opportunity to learn through a comprehensive 
sequentially planned Physical Education program in accordance with the Kentucky Core Academic Standards 
for Intermediate Physical Education. The emphasis of this course is to develop motor and manipulative skills 
to perform various physical activities. This course also provides opportunities for students to become more 
responsible for their overall health status, and to promote lifetime physical activities. Students will also learn 
that social, mental and emotional health is strengthened by regular involvement in physical activities.  
Content: Physical Education  
Population: General  

703081 - K-3 Primary Health  

Grade Level: 0 - 3  
Credits:  
Description: This course is designed to give students the opportunity to learn through a comprehensive 
sequentially planned Health Education program in accordance with the Kentucky Core Academic Standards 
for Primary Health Education. The emphasis of this course is to teach students about making choices and 
decisions each day that promote an individual’s physical well-being, the prevention of illness and disease, 
and the ability to remain, physically, mentally, spiritually, socially and emotionally healthy. This course 
should also emphasize how nutritious foods are necessary for growth, development and maintenance of 
healthy bodies along with the prevention of unintentional injuries  
Content: Health Education  
Population: General  

703082 - 4-5 Intermediate Health  

Grade Level: 4 - 5  
Credits:  
Description: This course is designed to give students the opportunity to learn through a comprehensive 
sequentially planned Health Education program in accordance with the Kentucky Core Academic Standards 
for Intermediate Health Education. The emphasis of this course is to teach students about making choices 
and decisions each day that promote an individual’s physical well-being, the prevention of illness and 
disease, and the ability to remain, physically, mentally, spiritually, socially and emotionally healthy. This 
course should also emphasize how nutritious foods are necessary for growth, development and maintenance 
of healthy bodies along with how safe behavior protects a person from danger and lessens the effects of 
harmful situations.  
Content: Health Education  
Population: General  

703085 - Elementary Health and Physical Education  

Grade Level: 0 - 5  
Credits:  
Description: This is a PE course designed specifically for those needing modifications to their PE program  
Content: Physical Education  
Population: Other Health Impaired  
Population: Functional Mental Disability  
Population: Multiple Disabilities  
Population: Autistic  
Population: Traumatic Brain Injury  
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703088 - K-3 Primary Integrated Health & Physical Education  

Grade Level: 0 - 3  
Credits:  
Description: This course is designed to give students the opportunity to learn through a comprehensive 
sequentially planned Physical Education and Health Education program by combining the Kentucky Core 
Academic Standards for Primary Physical Education and Health Education into one course.  
Content: Integrated Health and Physical Education (6-12)  
Population: General  

703089 - 4-5 Intermediate Integrated Health & Physical 
Education  

Grade Level: 4 - 5  
Credits:  
Description: This course is designed to give students the opportunity to learn through a comprehensive 
sequentially planned Physical Education and Health Education program by combining the Kentucky Core 
Academic Standards for Intermediate Physical Education and Health Education into one course.  
Content: Integrated Health and Physical Education (6-12)  
Population: General  

703090 - Elementary Practical Living  

Grade Level: 0 - 5  
Credits:  
Description: This course is designed so that its helps the student accomplish the learning goals and 
academic expectations associated with Practical Living  
Content: Practical Living/Life Skills for Elective Credit  
Population: General  

703095 - Elementary Conduct  

Grade Level: 0 - 5  
Credits: 0  
Description: This course is to be used for conduct grade courses included in the schedule for report card 
purposes.  
Content: Practical Living/Life Skills for Elective Credit  
Population: General  

703098 - Elementary Modified Curriculum  

Grade Level: 0 - 5  
Credits: 0  
Description: This course provides specific interventions in Elementary content areas for Special Education 
Students  
Content: Elementary Education  
Population: Specific Learning Disability  
Population: Other Health Impaired  
Population: Mild Mental Disability  
Population: Multiple Disabilities  
Population: Orthopedically Impaired  
Population: Developmentally Delayed  
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Population: Autistic  
Population: Traumatic Brain Injury  
Population: Emotional Behavior Disability  

703099 - Elementary Gifted  

Grade Level: 0 - 12  
Credits: 0  
Description:  
Content: Elementary Education  
Population: Gifted  
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